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Notes from the Pastor…  
This is, of course, the month in which we 

celebrate our national holiday of 

Thanksgiving. And Thanksgiving is not 

merely something we should be thinking 

about on one day a year, but at all times. 

Last month was Pastor Appreciation month, and I am deeply 

thankful for the many ways Mount Olive has expressed its 

appreciation for me and my family. The coffee hour and 

cards were special, and the gift card was also appreciated. I 

was struck as I read the cards how many times small things 

we do make a big difference in those 

around us. Also, I was encouraged—as we 

all should be—to more frequently let those 

around us know how much we do 

appreciate and thank God for their 

presence and actions in our lives. 

Jesus instructs us in the Lord’s Prayer to pray, every day, for 

our daily bread. This is not so that we might be fed, for 

indeed, God always gives us all that we need, even giving to 

those who do not appreciate the ultimate Giver, but rather 

we pray for these things so we might remember that the Lord 

God is the one providing our needs, and also so that we 

might receive God’s blessings with thanksgiving. In other 

words, we should not only express our gratitude to other 
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PEOPLE around us who provide our needs, we should also 

express our gratitude to God. He has graciously given us all 

we need spiritually through Jesus Christ and continues to 

provide our needs physically in this world as long as we live. 

One of the most beautiful epistles in our New Testament is 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians. That short letter is, in fact, a 

“thank you” note to a congregation that was providing for 

some of Paul’s physical needs at his current time, and is as a 

whole another reminder to us of the need to thank God and 

others around us for what we have been given. 

I also want to thank you all in advance for your prayers for 

my health. I underwent a needle biopsy on a growth in my 

throat on October 15. It turned out to be a benign salivary 

gland tumor, but will likely have to be removed surgically. As 

I write this, it looks likely that I will undergo that surgery  

later in November. Thank you all for your prayers during 

that surgery, thank you to Pastor Tom von Hagel for filling in 

for me as I am out for about two weeks, and thank you to 

Josef Muench for preaching and helping on his Thanksgiving 

vacation from seminary as well. 

In Christ our Lord,  

 

Pastor Rob Franck 
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Notes from the Executive Director… 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

I apologize for the sporadic messages 

recently - work has been another extremely 

busy summer. Who would have thought a 

month ago that the Vikings would be 4-2-1 at this stage but I am 

still not making Super Bowl reservations yet.  Although there have 

been a lot of activities ongoing at Mount Olive it has otherwise 

been a relatively "quiet time" as we approach the impending 

holiday season.  A primary topic of discussion has continued to be 

church security.  At the October Board of Elders meeting it was 

decided that at least for the time being to provide for appropriate 

security and secondary to individuals attempting to enter the 

church for reasons of other than worship during the service that 

10 minutes following the opening of the church service we will be 

locking the doors of the church in order to control access to the 

church during the worship service.  If it is necessary to temporarily 

leave the church during the worship service if you would simply let 

one of the ushers know and they will allow you entrance back into 

the church.  Although it is truly sad that it is necessary to lock the 

doors of a building which is there to welcome individuals it was 

felt that until the security cameras are operational this would 

provide adequate security for Mt Olive and those worshiping 

inside.  Unfortunately I would also like to remind everyone to 

make sure that they lock their vehicles each 

Sunday and avoid leaving objects which may be a 

target for theft visible in your vehicles.  Thank you 

in advance for your time and understanding 

regarding this situation. 

Second on my list of Thank You's is to Thank everyone who has so 

graciously been hosting all of the wonderful coffee hours.  I 

believe that the coffee hours are one of the things that make Mt 

Olive so special in that it gives all of us the opportunity to share 

fellowship with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  It has truly been 
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wonderful to see so many of our friends 

having the opportunity to spend time 

together but it also  provides all of us the 

opportunity to meet and become friends 

with new members of Mt Olive. With all the 

wonderful food (especially the fantastic homemade baked goods) 

I am beginning to feel pressure with Jayne and my upcoming 

coffee hour on 11-25-18 but we are looking forward to privilege.  

Thank you again to all of you who have been so gracious in 

hosting a coffee hour and serving our Lord in this great mission. 

So much for Jayne's "One Page Rule" but it is necessary and I 

cannot begin to Thank all of our friends for all the kindness which 

has been shown to us since Jayne broke her right shoulder.  There 

have been some challenging times since the injury  but as I have 

found with previous challenges the Lord has set before us the Lord 

always provides  the strength and support to meet that challenge 

and in each situation previously it has taught us valuable lessons 

in relationship to appreciation of health/function and for all of the 

wonderful friends we have at Mt Olive who have supported us in 

so many ways with food, cards, kind wishes/words and most 

importantly with your prayers - your support has been appreciated 

more than you can know and has helped us through this time. 

Someone who I consider extremely intelligent and wise said to me 

recently that they have never seen a church like Mt Olive where 

people like, love and care about each other as much as at Mt Olive 

and it is all of you make Mt Olive the wonderful place it is.   

Thank you all again and God Bless You Always. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Ed Martinson 
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From the Church Office  
 

Happy Fall!   

It’s a fun time of the year; All 

Saints’ Day, Election Day, 

Veteran’s Day, and Thanksgiving 

Day begins as well.   

I hope everyone has wonderful 

holidays with their families and that 

you can fit into your pants next month; that is the trick!! 

At the heart of it though, it is about Jesus and what he did for us.  

During these holidays let us keep Jesus in our hearts and praise 

Him for all of our blessings! 

 

NOTES:  

1) Looking ahead….you may have noticed the Newsletter Deadline.  

With Thanksgiving this month, time will be short. Thanks in advance 

for your help. 

2) Some of the mailboxes still have quite a bit of mail in them.  Third 

quarter financial statements are in your mailboxes.  If you haven’t 

checked yours lately, please do so as soon as you are able. Thanks! 

 
Thank you for your participation in our Pastor Appreciation coffee last 

month; it was nice to be able to show Pastor our appreciation in words.   

Please remember to be safe on your travels during this 

holiday season. 

 

Your Servant in the Lord, 

Julie 
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LWML Circle News:  

 Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch 
and get together on Thursday, 
November 1st.  Don’t forget to bring a 
sandwich!!   

 LWML Circles will meet November 11th in the Upper Room.  

 Rebecca Circle Christmas Potluck will be at the Gramercy 

Park Cooperative on Saturday, December 1
st
 at 6:00 p.m.  

Please bring household gifts for CASDA (towels, toasters, etc.)  

Men are welcome to join them. We will be collecting dues for 

the LWML and Heifer Project at the party.  (Look in the 
Sunday bulletins for the dues amount.)  Ruth Cary is 
collecting. 

Note: There will not be pecans this year.  Sorry!  We are open 

to ordering pre-paid pecans if there is enough interest. 

 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 3 

and take note of the fall LWML rally to be held 
at Hope Lutheran Church in Munger (see the 
poster elsewhere in the newsletter for more 
details).  A number of ladies will be riding 
together to Munger – if you are interested in a 
ride, talk with Carol Walczak.  We will also be 

collecting ingathering items for the preschool at Trinity Lutheran 
if you are interested in contributing any items, we will have a 
collection box in the Upper Room. 

 
Thrivent Members are reminded to designate 

your Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as 

possible. As a member of Thrivent 
Financial, you are hopefully aware of the 
opportunity to give online to many 
different worthy organization (including 
Mount Olive) through their Thrivent Choice program.  
Questions?  Contact Jeff Reinemann (525-2337).  Thank you. 
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LWML Mites from last Sunday totaled  

$84.85($1,353.54 YTD) 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

Annual Christmas Luncheon 

 
YOU’RE INVITED to the annual Christmas Luncheon 

hosted by the Lydia Circle on Thursday, December 6
th

 

at 12:00 pm.  On the menu: Meatballs with gravy, 

Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls, Salad and Christmas cookies 

for dessert.  This is always a festive 

occasion and wraps up the meetings for 

the year for the Lydia Circle. Everyone in 

the congregation is invited to attend! 

Food and entertainment provided, come 

help provide the fellowship! Any 

questions, contact Carol Werkhoven 

(525-9809). 

Note: There will not be a Christmas Cookie sale this year.  Sorry! 

 

Remember To…Fall Back!! 

2:00 a.m. Sunday, 

November 4
th
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Mission Sunday is November 18th 

POBLO International Ministries 

Thank you for supporting this important ministry! 

There will be a freewill offering after the service. 
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Election Day- November 6
th

 
 

Don’t forget to VOTE on Tuesday,  

November 6
th

 

Study the issues and the candidates and make 

an educated decision when you go to the polls on 

Tuesday.  Pray about your decision.  

 
Veteran’s Day is November 11

th
.  We commemorate our 

American heroes and set aside time for solemn ceremonies and for 

flying the flag in gratitude in this year of world turmoil. We 

appreciate the value of their sacrifice. Did you know… 

President Trump signed a law declaring National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day 

An act of Congress honoring Vietnam veterans with a day of 
recognition was signed into law by President Trump in 2017.  March 
29 is now designated as National Vietnam War Veterans Day by 
the Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017 according 
to Gateway Pundit. The U.S. flag is to be flown in 
commemoration of those who served in Vietnam.   
With the Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 
2017 signed into law, Vietnam veterans will be 
commemorated annually for their service. 

 
 

 

PUERTO RICO 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

We'd like to assemble two MN NorthDistrict Mission teams in 2019! 
Those interested in Construction or Mercy trips should contact Rev. 

Jeff Lee by November 30th, 2019. jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 

http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/03/president-trump-signs-vietnam-war-veterans-day-act-honor-nam-vets-flying-flag-march-29/
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org
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Calendar  
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Calendar  
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All Saints’ Sunday-November 4th       

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we 

remember before the Lord our departed family and friends who 

have gone before us in faith and all those who are in our hearts and 

minds this day: 

Carol Daigle                                 dFebruary 28, 2018 

JoAnn Reier                                 dMarch 8, 2018 

Jerry Anderson                             dMay 15, 2018 

George Mousky                             dJune 1, 2018 

Norma Mousky                              dOctober 22, 2018 

Leslie Buettner                     
Cousin of Randy Muench 

Norma Davis  
Charles Davis  
Parents of Gayle Franck and Pattie Von Hagel                    

Elmer Granroth                                
Father/Husband of Carol Walczak; Drusilla Granroth 

Ingrid Hass                               
Wife of Jerry Hass 

John E. Hass                               
Husband of Kathy Hass 

Gerald Linder                              
Husband of Sylvia Linder 

Victor Marquardt                               
Brother of Phyllis Franck 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Reiff                             
 Daughter-in-law of Raychel Reiff 

Hilde Schoenfeld    
Wife of Ernie Schoenfeld    

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steger                              
Parents of Barb Wedward 

Vanna Wolff                                
Friend of Marv and Judy Hoops 

Mary Walczak                                
Mother-in-law of Carol Walczak 

 

 



15  Highlights                                                                          November 2018 

MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF 

WORSHIP televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING 

NORTHLAND" is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 

minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota 

North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program 

called "Kid's Crossing". It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central 

time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying 

these stations, and archived on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your 

support of this ministry with your prayers and contributions are greatly 

appreciated. Please send your contributions and/or comments to Main 

Street Living c/o Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street, 

Duluth, MN 55812. 

Sunday, November 4th 
This week’s pastor is Jeff Walther from St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church in Esko, MN. 

Sunday, November 11th 
This week’s pastor is to be determined. 

Sunday, October 18th 
This week’s pastor is James Anthony from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church  in Deer River, MN. 

Sunday, November 25th  
This week’s pastor is Don Stauty from Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church in Virginia, MN. 
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Thanksgiving Worship 
Thursday, November 22

nd
   

9:30 a.m.  
What first comes to mind when you think of Thanksgiving?  Maybe you 

remember a special year, perhaps one that would prove to be the last for a 

beloved family member.  Or you might think of aromatic pumpkin pie or 

your grandmother’s special mince pie.  Your family may use the holiday to 

recall your blessings.  Others pause to consider what that first Thanksgiving 

was really like for Native Americans and European immigrants. 

Whatever family holidays mean to you, have you ever stopped to think that 

as an adult you can shape those festivities into memorable occasions for 

future generations?  You can continue 

priceless practices, but you also have the 

freedom to introduce some of your own new 

traditions for Thanksgiving.  If you haven’t 

already done so, make WORSHIP    a part of 

your family tradition. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 

O Great Spirit, Creator and source of every blessing, we pray that you will 

bring peace to all our brothers and sisters of this world.  Give us wisdom to 
teach our children to love, to respect and to be kind to each other.  Help us 

to learn to share all the good things that you provide for us.  Bless all who 

share this meal with us today.  We ask your special blessing on those who 
are hungry today, especially little children.  Help us to be just and to bring 

your peace to all the earth.  Praise and Thanksgiving be to you, my Lord. 

Amen 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

 

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
Total served thru October= 355 (6 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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LifeLight will begin a 9-week study of 
"Parables," on Sunday, Nov. 18, at 3:30 pm. 
Look for study guides in the narthex in early 
November. While LifeLight requires about 1½ 
hours of homework before for each lesson, the 
benefits are great – growth in faith and deeper 
understanding of God's word. Group meetings 

are fun and meaningful as we take turns answering questions and 
sharing insights. Pastor Franck leads discussion during the last 
half of each session, addressing questions and pointing out themes 
and relationships between the current readings and other parts of 
scripture. 

New LifeLight participants are always welcome! Please join us in 
the study of "Parables." 
 

 Pick up a study guide in the narthex and write your name 

on the sign-up sheet 

 Suggested donation of $9.00 may be paid using the 

envelopes provided and dropped in the Sunday offering 

 Prepare for lesson #1 

 Meet Sunday, Nov. 18, 3:30 - 5:00 pm, in the Upper Room 

 

"In him was life, and that life was the light of men."  John 1:4 

 
BRING IT HOME 
BRING IT HOME is off to a great start! 73 

congregations participated in the Bible Story 

Book promotion!! 1,601 copies of Know the 

Bible Now and 1,579 copies of The Story Bible 

are in the hands of MN North District members 

and friends! The Reading Plan began on Monday, October 1st, and the 

email list continues to grow! Sign up and receive a weekly email with 

Bible Reading Guides and tips for family devotions. It is so exciting to 

think about how our members , families and friends will be blessed by 

reading these Bible stories in their homes. Please share your photos and 

stories with me at: monte.meyer@mnnlcms.org. I can’t wait to see and 

hear how you are using BRING IT HOME in your home. 

Please visit  https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home for 
the current week! 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
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St. John's Free Lutheran Church on Arrowhead was 

wondering if there was any interest in working together 

with our church and possibly one or two others in the 

community for a Wednesday evening community 

Thanksgiving meal, the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.  

If so, please speak with Pastor Franck.  
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 

Greetings in Christ! 
The leaves are mostly gone and we are preparing 
for our Retreat Season events coming up in 
November through April. Don’t miss out on all of 
the exciting things that are coming up. 
From our Program Director- Confirmation Retreat weekends are 
starting to fill up! If your congregation would like to come out this 
winter or spring for a confirmation retreat, contact our Program 
Director at licprogram@islandcamp.org to get your group on the 
calendar. Basketball, carpetball, and broomball tournaments are a 
highlight for every group, as well as time away from distractions for 
confirmation lessons and study. 
From our Executive Director- On Thursday we will be in Moorhead for a 
Building New Bridges small group gathering. We give thanks to God for 
our many volunteers who over the past week helped us with the 
Amazing Day mailing. 
This past Saturday Lutheran Island Camp was presented with a gift of 
$10,000 through the Tri-County Hospital Grant.  The presentation took 
place just before lunch during the Creation Conference.  The grant is for 
our Equine College. 
Next Thursday, November 8th Ken will be attending a Safety Seminar in 
the Twin Cities put on by the Christian Camping Conference Association. 
From our Christ Serve Academy Director- Thank you to everyone 
attending the ICR Creation conference this weekend.  It was a wonderful 
and informative event.  With over 170 attendees, half of them new to 
Christ Serve Ranch, it provided a great opportunity to connect with 
others interested in the truth of creation! 
Our Amazing Day effort got off to a later start than usual, but God is 
certainly blessing us. To date we have been blessed with nearly $30,000 
toward our goal of $50,000. This does not include a $25,000 pledge 
payment that we received. God is good and so are the good people who 
bless us with their gifts, prayers, and volunteer time. 
Amazon Smile is a great way to support Lutheran Island Camp and 
Christ Serve Ranch. Right now Amazon is doing a 10x the regular 
amount so for every $1 we would normally get, that will be multiplied 
to $10.00! 

 

mailto:licprogram@islandcamp.org
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A FREE buffet on 
Thanksgiving Day serving 

approximately 5,000 area 

persons in need. 
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 

Nov. 22 
From 11 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

at the Duluth Entertainment 
and Convention Center 

 

You can help!  
     Volunteer 

 

Volunteer to prepare for and/or serve food at the Buffet. Please 

sign up online. 

Due to the volume of volunteers this event requires, we ask that 

you sign up online if at all possible. If you have questions, we will 

try to get back to you as soon as we can (218) 723-6774. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://signup.com/go/XcEWLcc
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Congratulations to Rebekah and Phil on the birth of their little 
girl,  *Selah Vivian Stebbing*, September 6, 2018. 

Selah was baptized at Mt. Olive Sunday November 4th. 
Welcome to the family! 

 
Our eyes lift to heaven, 
Our arms embrace the child; 
For we are all beloved, 
As one family in God's blessings. 

 
We offer our prayers and condolences to the family of 
Norma Mousky who passed away October 22nd.   
Funeral services will be held at Mt. Olive October  and 
interment at Sunrise Funeral Home and Cemetery.  
Norma’s presence will be missed by everyone at Mt. 
Olive; and we keep Laura and Jean and their families in 
our prayers as they grieve their loss. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.      

Psalm 23:6   

 
Jerry Hass and Kathy Hass  

were united in marriage 

 October 30, 2018  

by the Reverend Tyrone Seals  

in Las Vegas, Nevada.  

Witnesses were 

 Greg and Rory Raymond. 

 

Please rejoice with them! 

 
GET WELL SOON! 

Dave Erven, Tim Jezierski, Lois Maine, 
Jayne Martinson, Pastor Reinemann 
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Poinsettias for the Altar 
It is a little early but I wanted to give everyone enough 
heads up! 
 
It's time once again to order poinsettias 
to decorate our church for Christmas.  
The price this year is $13.99 for the 6" 
traditional poinsettia (with several 
blooms), $24.75 for a two-branch plant.  
This includes foil and they have been 
preordered in a variety of colors from 
Engwall’s at the lowest price possible.  
The price does not include a bow this 
year.  Bows are an extra $3.50.  The 
prices will decrease if we have 10 or more of each type of 
plant.  If you are interested in purchasing please order 
and when I have a complete list I will let everyone know 
the final price.   
You will have the opportunity to take your plant home after the 
Christmas services. 
Please fill out this form and put it in the collection plate along with 
your check made out to Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. (Please be 
sure to put “Poinsettia” on the memo line of your check for the 
counters.) 

 
DEADLINE TO ORDER: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
1.  A gift from 
 

 
  OR 
2.   In memory of  
 

 
Your Name  
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November Birthdays 

1 Jason Reier 

5 Christine Erven 

  6 Leaslin Frazier 

  7 Ruth Cary 

 John Keske 

  8 Julie Reinemann 

12 Jenna Reinemann 

16 Emily Hass 

18 Barbara Hass 

19 Drew Chambers 

 Ava Fuchs 

21 Gay Aubin 

22 Gayle Franck 

 Holly Suronen 

25 Pat Sheedy 

27 Grace Franck 

29 Chris Bollman 

 

No November Anniversaries!! 

 

Thanksgiving Worship 

Thursday, November 22
nd

 
9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 


